AVAILABILITY
“Whom Shall I Send?”
Matt 28:18-20
Matt 28:18-20

18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. " 

NAS

COMMENTS:

I’m commanded to GO—This is a command—This is not optional—As I GO, I’m to MAKE Disciples—Baptize—Teach—I’m not alone this endeavor

Mk 2:14
Mark 2:14

14 And as He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax office, and He said to him, "Follow Me!" And he rose and followed Him. 

NAS


COMMENTS:

A man was CALLED—The instruction was to FOLLOW JESUS—He obeyed

Mk 3:13-14
Mark 3:13-14

13 And He went up to the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him. 14 And He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him, and that He might send them out to preach,

NAS

COMMENTS:

Jesus was selective—He chose a small number to work with at the time—They were to be with Him—He had an objective in mind—To send them out

Lk 10:1-3
Luke 10:1-3

1 Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them two and two ahead of Him to every city and place where He Himself was going to come. 2 And He was saying to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 3 "Go your ways; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.

NAS

COMMENTS:

Jesus worked with a larger group—70 men,  He gave them training opportunities—He directed their attention to the harvesting of the lives of people

Jn 20:21
John 20:21-22

21 Jesus therefore said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 

NAS

COMMENTS:

Jesus SENT His men to do a job—to reach the world—Jesus passed on what was done with Him as His Father SENT Him

Rm 10:14-15
Rom 10:14-15

14 How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!" 

NAS

COMMENTS:

God has elected to use people to reach the world—He looking for people to SEND to others—They are to have a message of hope
Isa 6:8-11
Isa 6:8-11

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 

9 And He said, "Go, and tell this people:

'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; 

Keep on looking, but do not understand.' 

10 "Render the hearts of this people insensitive,,

Their ears dull,

And their eyes dim, 

Lest they see with their eyes, 

Hear with their ears,,

Understand with their hearts,

And return and be healed." 

11 Then I said, "Lord, how long?" And He answered, 

"Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, 

Houses are without people,

And the land is utterly desolate, 

NAS


COMMENTS

God is asking to whom shall He SEND and who will GO.  The right response was “Here am I.  Send me.  There has to be a willingness to go where ever God directs.

Gen 12:1-4
Gen 12:1-5

1 Now the LORD said to Abram,

"Go forth from your country, 

And from your relatives 

And from your father's house, 

To the land which I will show you; 

2 And I will make you a great nation,

And I will bless you,

And make your name great; 

And so you shall be a blessing; 

3 And I will bless those who bless you,

And the one who curses you I will curse. 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. " 

4 So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 

NAS


COMMENTS

God wants a man who’s heart and life is completely His.  He asked the Abram to leave it all, comfort, family, etc.  He promised to direct and lead.  God promises to bless and be with His man.
Jer 1:7
Jer 1:7

7 But the LORD said to me, 

"Do not say, 'I am a youth,' 

Because everywhere I send you, you shall go,

And all that I command you, you shall speak. 

NAS


COMMENTS

God will send His people—God expects obedience—God supplies all that His people need to communicate to others—Our job is to obey

Ezek 2:1-7
Ezek 2:1-7

1 Then He said to me, "Son of man, stand on your feet that I may speak with you!" 2 And as He spoke to me the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet; and I heard Him speaking to me. 3 Then He said to me, "Son of man, I am sending you to the sons of Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day. 4 "And I am sending you to them who are stubborn and obstinate children; and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.' 5 "As for them, whether they listen or not-- for they are a rebellious house-- they will know that a prophet has been among them. 6 "And you, son of man, neither fear them nor fear their words, though thistles and thorns are with you and you sit on scorpions; neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their presence, for they are a rebellious house. 7 "But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not, for they are rebellious. 

NAS


COMMENTS:

God sends His people—Our job is to obey regardless of the response of those to share with—Our job is to speak His Word

Matt 6:19-20

Matt 6:19

19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  

 20 "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;

NAS

COMMENTS:

Don’t invest in the world as if I’m going to be staying—Invest in that which is eternal—Keep loose ties to this world.

Matt 6:24
Matt 6:24-25

24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

NAS


COMMENTS:

God wants us to make a choice between Him and what ever has my heart and attention—I must choose between the two.

Matt 6:33
Matt 6:33

33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.

NAS


COMMENTS:

If I seek His kingdom, what is on the Heart of God, He will supply all my needs.

Matt 9:35-38
Matt 9:35-38

35 And Jesus was going about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 36 And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 "Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest." 

NAS
COMMENTS:

Jesus has His eyes open to people and His heart goes out to them—He is calling for people to be involved in the people business.


Mk 1:35
Mark 1:35

35 And in the early morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a lonely place, and was praying there. 

NAS

COMMENTS:

Jesus could have enjoyed the many days of sleeping in yet He elected to get out of a comfort situation (bed) and meet with God the Father. I have to choose between that which is comfortable and the best.

APPLICATION
1. Am I Available?


I’m available to God by meeting with Him each morning. I’m available to God by being involved with people for Christ. (lost and saved)  I’m available to God via my possessions as they are used for His kingdom

2. How can I be more available to:
a.
The Lord



Greater time of studying His Word resulting in listening to Him more.  Greater time in prayer talking to Him more.

b.
Christians



Schedule more time with individual Christians to actively establish, equip, and train them, as well as, commissioning them.

c. The Lost


Schedule more time with individual non-Christian to actively share the gospel and the good news of Jesus Christ.  Discover times just to hang out with them.  

3. What needs to change in my life to be more available?


Less emphasis on work, less TV time, better use of my study time in the Word to be more available to God, the work of God, and people
