Effective vs Efficiency
Effective—Putting up everything after a SEARCH Rally by myself


Ready for service or action, equipped for duty--soldier
Efficient—Putting up everything after a SEARCH Rally with 11 other 
people
PRODUCTIVE WITHOUT WASTE

6 Possibilities for being more efficient in the Christian life
1. RATIO

When God originally planned how big the Christian classroom should be He assigned (1) tribe (Levi) to minister to (11) tribes…thus a 1-11 ratio.

When Jesus picked His ratio He picked 12 minus (1) equaling a 1-11 ratio

In the 21st Century Church we have sold out to the practice of 1-100, 1-350, or 1-500.  With these types of ratios it will be difficult/impossible to train people to the same degree.

NOTE:  The size of the congregation is irrelevant to this point.  

You merely have to SELECT (as Jesus did) (Lk 6:12-13) 

(I John 2:6)
TITHE vs OFFERING

2. TITHE vs OFFERING

When God had Moses build the Sanctuary in the O.T. “ALL”

the money was collected (Ex 25:2,8) via OFFERING rather than vis TITHE.  Ex 25:2
The offering here mentioned is the t¦ruwmaah a kind of "free-will offering," consisting of anything that was necessary for the occasion. It signifies properly anything that was lifted up, "the heave-offering," because in presenting it to God it was lifted up to be laid on His altar;
Neh 13:10

I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and that all the Levites and singers responsible for the service had gone back to their own fields.

NIV
Num 18:21-24

I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting. 22 From now on the Israelites must not go near the Tent of Meeting, or they will bear the consequences of their sin and will die. 23 It is the Levites who are to do the work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the responsibility for offenses against it. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. They will receive no inheritance among the Israelites. 24 Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD. That is why I said concerning them: `They will have no inheritance among the Israelites.'"

NIV
Deut 12:19—next 
Deut 12:19

Be careful not to neglect the Levites as long as you live in your land. 

NIV

All tithes went into “FLESH AND BLOOD” not “Brick and Mortar”!

Offerings went to where needed most.  When Solomon built the Temple, “ALL” the money was privately collected 
(I Chron 29:3, 6, 9) rather than taken from the tithe.  
Today, I’m afraid most of Christianity is on a tithe budget at best and most of it goes for “Brick and Mortar” rather than “Flesh and Blood”.  

Is there any wonder why our RATIO is 1-100 or more rather that smaller?  If our churches were built vis offering rather than via tithes we might worship in lesser buildings but our healthiness of the Body of Christ would be much greater!

3. Only TRAIN THE TRAINABLE

Jesus loves the World, He helped many who were in need but He only “TRAINED THE FAITHFUL”  I believe we need to make such distinctions with people as well.  This is a touchy issue with some people but how can we follow Jesus’ steps if you and I do not make a stab at figuring it out, if we don’t wrestle with this principle?

10-1 principle--next

I have always remembered Cecil Beans example to me in this way.  For every 10 guys asked out to Bible Study, (1) shows up.  For every 10 guys that show up, (1) guy becomes a Christian.  For every 10 guys that becomes a Christian, (1) guys stays with it.  For every 10 guys that stay with it, (1) commits to growing.  For every 10 guys  that commit to growing, (1) becomes a disciple. For every 10 disciples, (1) becomes a laborer.  For every 10 guys that begin to labor, (1) becomes an overseer.

The attrition rate is heavy in the army of God

4. MODELING

In Matt 7:29 it reads, “For He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.  I think the reason Jesus taught with AUTHORITY was because He “DID THE THINGS THE TAUGHT”!  

There are probably many Christian Leaders who PREACH Great Sermons but are not actually involved with Evangelism, Following Up young Christians, Discipling Hungry people and not training those who want to become a Laborer.

They will have the AUTHORITY as a Teacher, but not as a TRAINER.

Jesus did both.

In Matt23:4 it reads, “For the Parisees bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves will not move them with on of their fingers.


TEACHING VS SELF FEEDING--NEXT

5. TEACHING vs SELF FEEDING

There’s an old adage that goes, “GIVE someone a fish and feed him for a day or TEACH a person to fish and feed him for a lifetime.”

We need to take the thrust we have on teaching Knowledge and direct it toward teaching people to FEED THEMSELVES.  

Teaching Knowledge shouldn’t be stopped but SELF FEEDING should receive greater focus.  We get “gobs” of young people who have been used to JUST being fed.  If they fail to find a good church, they begin to drown.

Acts 17:11—Bereans—Received the Word with Eagerness 

and Examined it Daily

R.E.E.D.

Received

Eagerness

Examined

Daily


II Timothy 2:15—Handling accurately the Word of Truth


Ezra 7:10—Determined—Study—Obey--Teach

6. ACCOUNTABILITY of some form

Navigators use to have a statement: What isn’t INSPECTED often isn’t REPEATED.  

Gymnastics—Training—Inspected—State Champion--next

Gymnastics—Training—Inspected—State Champion--next
Our Gymnastic, Coach TIO, sat a group of young boys down at the end of our 9th grade year and told us that we would be State Champs one day but we had to be willing to pay the price.  (Long hours, repeating a routine a 1,000 times, forsaking our weekend, discipline, training, and sacrifice).  Would we have done it on our own.  It demanded the watchful eyes of one that was willing to hold us accountable. 
Luke 16:12—Faithful in the use of that which is anothers…

Remember:  
It is not what is expected 
but inspected that people do.
Last thought:

Heb 6:1-3  We are to get by the elementary teaching about Christ and press on to maturity.

Loving God via loving people
Heb 5:11-14
Should be Teachers but

Someone else has to teach me (Elementary Principles)

Babe—can only handle Milk
Mature—can handle Steak
Characteristics of the Mature


They can eat it


Practice—Repeating a discipline—obedience


Senses Trained


Can discern good and evil

 and Heb 6:4-12
Christ did—I love it

God forgives—I need it

God’s grace which I don’t deserve—I couldn’t function 

Grace—Love—Mercy (Forgiveness)

These are Elementary Foundations 
for the Advance Teaching
Elementary taught to the young—Yes

Elementary reminded to the old—Yes

Which is more important—Loving God or Loving People
They are one in the same
So when we go to church on Sunday morning we are not Loving God, we are worshipping and praising God but not loving Him. 

Loving Him is DOING SOMETHING FOR HIM.  AGAPE
Elihu said this in Job 35:7-8  Do you help God by being so righteous?  There is nothing God needs from you.  It is your fellow-man who suffers from your sins and the good you do helps him.  
OTHERWORDS—I can hurt or help others
If we preach the Advanced Teaching to someone who doesn’t have the Elementary Teaching down might they be overwhelmed?—Probably.

But if we repeat the Elementary Teachings to those who already have them in place we stunt their growth.  

We need both but with the emphasis on the Advance Teaching
If the mature Christians are mobilized and sent out to reproduce 
rather than just sit under the deeper teachings, 
Christianity would be changed.
adapted from Cecil Bean’s letter 1995

