SHARING OUR FAITH
A.             Follow Jesus’ Example

I Peter 2:21
“Jesus, leaving you an example for you to follow




IN HIS STEPS.”

REMEMBER:  We don’t even do this alone but empowered and lead




  by the Holy Spirit

Though we can learn many things from Jesus’ encounters with people, we are going to focus on one particular interview with a woman

John 4  (plot- Sychar, Samaria, a well, and a woman)

We can discover some basic, principles to follow in sharing our faith.

1.
Contact Others Socially
Jesus came upon the well of Jacob and the land that was given to Joseph.

     Jesus will encounter a woman coming to draw water from the well.

Principle # 1—We must have social contact with non-Christians 

John 4:1-7
     Jesus purposefully put Himself in a situation that He would come in direct contact with non-Christian.  We should be so deliberate with the lost too.

     Afterwards, we discover that Jesus stayed 2 more days.  (John 4:39-41)  Where would Jesus have stayed?  With them.  It was unthinkable.  Today, it would be like a modern Israeli staying with the PLO.

John 4:41—Jesus had a purpose for staying with them and breaking all the traditional rules—MANY MORE BELIEVE…

Principle # 2—Establish Common Ground

John 4:7-9

The 2nd principle builds on the 1st.


We must take the time to establish common ground as a bridge for communication with a non-Christian.


There was more to it than just Jesus making a request for water.  By speaking to this woman alone, Jesus broke down barriers.


As a man, he spoke to her—a woman


As a Rabbi, he spoke to her—an immoral woman


As a Jew, he spoke to her—A Samaritan

Instead of discriminating against her, HE ACCEPTED HER.

Romans 15:7—Accept one another as God accepts you…

What did Jesus accomplish—HE put them on COMMON GROUND.

Jesus accomplished this task through His encounter with people.  He was a “PRO” at asking questions.

Examples are:

Luke 10:26—Jesus and a lawyer—“What is written in the Law?...How do 

                                      you read it?

Matt 22:20—Pharisees and a coin—“Whose portrait is this?”

Luke 18:19—Rich ruler—“Why do you call me good?”

Jesus drew people out with questions, listening to their responses and then gently gave them his message.  

Principle #3-Arouse Interest
John 4:10-15
Read John 4:10-15—He gave her enough information that caused her to want to know more.


We can also revisit the conversation later by saying the following:


I was thinking about our conversation yesterday or


Something I read reminded me about what you said yesterday or


What were you thinking when you said…yesterday.

Principle #4—Get the Ball Rolling
John 4:10-11

We can start by making a statement or asking a question

“start-up” questions with a non-Christian

-“By the way, are you interested in spiritual things?”  

-“What do you think a real Christian is?”     

(Most people will answer what a Christian does—church, read Bible)

-“Would you like to become a real Christian?”

-“If you were to die tonight, do you believe you would go to heaven?

-“If you did die and were standing before God and He would ask why He should let you into heaven, what would you tell Him?”

Another way is to share our spiritual experiences.


-“You know, I used to feel like that until I had an experience that completely changed my life.”  “Would you like me to tell you about it?”

By making a cryptic statement and/or offering rather than forcing our experience on them, we do nott chase most people away.

Principle #5-Don’t Go Too Far

John 4:13-19

Give people only as much of the message as they are ready for, and 

do not condemn them.  John 4:13-19

At the right time Jesus revealed Himself. (John 4:26)

Two groups of non-Christians (Knowing this helps me)

#1—One doesn’t know how to become a Christian

#2—One does know and need to respond

Throughout John 4 and this encounter—no condemnation

Principle #6—Don’t Condemn

John 8:11—Woman caught in adultery—Neither do I condemn you…

Remember—You catch more flies with honey than vinegar.

We should seek to make an honest compliment of every person.

A drunk offering us a drink—“Man, I see you are a generous person.”

Principle #7—Stick with the Main Issue

John 4:20-26
Jesus didn’t allow any secondary questions to sidetrack him

Example: She wanted to asked about where she should worship but Jesus steered the discussion back to Himself from Where to How one worships.

The Main Issue is The Gospel.  We are to steer all answers back to the Gospel.  The Gospel is the Power and to Salvation.- Romans 1:16 

Principle #8—Confront the Person Directly

John 4:26

John 4:26—I am He…


You and I must have a way of asking a person about their spiritual condition.

Example:

-Have you ever personally trusted Jesus Christ or are you still on the way?

-That’s interesting.  How far along the way are you?

-Would you like to become a real Christian and be sure of it?

-Believe it or not, most people are waiting to be asked.

