Tools for Investing in Others
Sharing Your Faith

Witnessing

Mark 3:14-15

He appointed 12 that they might be with Him 

and that He might send them out to preach 

and to have authority to cast out the demons.

PRAYING

RESPONSIBILITY

PROPER ATTITUDE

HOLY SPIRIT
Example:  Columbia, SC at a Coffee House was the first time someone shared the gospel with me.  Understand and Believe but NOT RECEIVE

Example:  Bean at the One Stop Processing—Are you interested in Spiritual Things and Would you be interested in a Bible Study—Come to my dorm—shared the gospel and personal testimony—I rejected

Example:  Bean at the One Stop Processing—Daily living out the Christian life before me and sharing his Q.T.’s with me.

Example:  Joe Ray shared his life and the Word with me for 3 ½ months—TMS-B-Pack from a VW bug going down the road.  Lead me to Christ on April 14, 1975.

Example:  I made arrangements to share with a guy in the wooden barracks across from the 194th bragade but all I saw was him running by each window from me.

Example:  Bill Johnston, two others, and myself stayed in cabin—weekend—picked up hitchhiker, shared gospel/Bill’s testimony—lead him to Christ in front of the Bean’s home in Ratcliff, KY

Example:  Don, Tony, Jim, and myself at the Redman Bar—ordered 3 beers and Don ordered me Coke.  Leaving—Dave (shortstop) wanted to know why I was there.

RESPONSIBILITY

Rom 10:1
Heart and Prayer

Rom 10:14
   Someone to Go

Rom 10:17
    Word presented

I Pet 3:15
  Being Ready/Prepared

Matt 9:37-38
Prayer for Laborers in the harvest


Every member of the body of Christ is a witness. (JW)

Witness is a pointing to Christ—not to a religious movement or even to a way of life, but to a person.  A witness is someone who tells others what he himself has personally and directly discovered about Jesus and God’s Word.

We are to be prepared to be an open book ready for all to read.

A witness is what you are but what you are always determines what you say and do.

The three—Being, Saying, and Doing—are part of a whole.  Essentially a witness is someone who is truthful about what he has Seen, Heard, or Personally Experinced.

The Greek word translated “witness” in the N.T. is the word from which we derive our English word martyr.

It is not what you know but Whom you know and how well you know Him.

PRAYING

Col 4:2-6—Prayer opens opportunities to witness

PROPER ATTITUDE

Matt 9:36-38—Proper witness has a concern for souls

HOLY SPIRIT

Your instructor is the Holy Spirit.

The task of witness is to supply them with the data by means of which the Holy Spirit brings conviction to them. Jn 16:8-11
TWO (2) ILLUSTRATIONS:

Court of Law—a witness in response to questions tells the court what he heard, said, or did.  Our Christian witness must be firsthand witness.  IT MUST BE ABOUT WHAT YOU DISCOVER WHEN YOU READ THE BIBLE, PRAY, TRUSTING CHRIST, ETC.

Signpost—it must point in the right direction and be clear about what it is pointing to.

Like a witness in court, we are obligated to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. (JW)

Three Questions:


What does it mean to bear witness?


Witness to what?


Witness before whom?

Your witness will not focus on you but on the Christ you experience.

Be REAL.

REFERENCES

: Rom 1:15-16 (Eager and not Ashamed) I Cor 4:16 (Be imitators)  I Cor 11:1 (Be imitators)  II Cor 3:2-3 (You are our letter)  Acts 1:8  (You shall be my witness)  Matt 28:19-20 (Go therefore)  Acts 6-7 (Stephen command of the Word and testimony)  Acts 9:5 (Testimony)  Acts 30-33 (Testimony) Acts 13:42-52 (Reaching others)  I Thes 2:7-9 (Word and Life)  Matt 5:16 (Light shine)  Rom 10:2 (zeal vs knowledge)

EXAMPLES

Example:  John and I talking and sharing when a boy came up and I shared the gospel with him and John wrote out the verses and gave him a Bible.

Example:  Helping Christian Scott—neighbor asked about Ohio State Football—The man, Paul, and wrong decision lead into the gospel.

Initiate Relationships

I Peter 2:21…Christ example …follow in His steps

I John 2:6..ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked

Seperation vs Isolation

John 4—Woman at the Well—Common Ground was established

1st Qtr @ URG was Speech class—shared bridge illustration

John 1:36  One who lead should always point others to Christ

The Principle
I Cor 11:1
I’m imitating Christ—you can imitate me

II Tim 2:2
Paul—Timothy—Faithful Man—Other

Joel 1:3
Fathers—Your sons—Their sons—Next Generation

Rom 1:16
I’m not ashamed

Rom 1:15
I’m eager

II Tim 1:8
Not ashamed of the testimony of our Lord



Not ashamed of the testimony of me, Paul

II Tim 1:12
I, Paul, am not ashamed



I know Whom I believed



I’m convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted

Acts 20:24
Finishing the course…to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God

Isa 43:4
You give, I’ll give others in exchange for your life

Ps 142:4
No one cares for my soul

Ezek 34:6
…no one to search or seek for them

I Pet 5:7
He cares for you

I Thes 2:7-8
Love from Start to Finish

Lk 16:19-31
Rich Man and Lazarus—Urgent task to reach the lost

Jn 17:15
Not out of the world..

Jn 4:35

Open our Eyes…white for harvest

Col 4:5

Make the most of the opportunity

Isa 58:10 & 12

Paul Little said, “Most unsaved will walk into our home before our church. How’s your home?”

Proud Christian once boasted “No unsaved people have ever entered my home.”

Matt Martin—Navigator in Germany 3-6-77 in Gwatt, Switzerland said, “We must always keep ourselves sharp.”

E.M. Bounds “Talking to men for God is a great thing but talking to God for men is greater still.”

READ 1st 4 weeks of Rio with one student

Paul Little 6 pts  I Thes 2:9-12

2,3
Prayer

2-3 Preparation  I Peter 3:15

4-6 Presentation—Jesus as my example

4-6 Proclamation—I Thes 2:9

5 Pursuit—I Thes 2:11

6 Purpose—I Thes 2:12 (you walk worthy)

FOLLOW-UP
“Preserving the Fruit of Evangelism”—Andrew Stound

Life-on-Life

Direct Input


Guided Output


Direct Output
Teach



Train




Supervision

Curriculum


Curriculum to another


Run a Team

Download


Assess the Need






Apply the Tool

“If you don’t know where you are and where you are going, you can’t do follow-up,” Stound

CONNECT—Tie him in and set for success

Recruit him to fellowship with God and Us (I Jn 1:1-3)

Introduce to fellowship by showing him how (Jn 14:21, Heb 10:24-25)


Be Available—Time


Commit—Brotherhood—This is what we are after 

Prepare for future training by planting seeds now

Five (5) Attitudes for Fellowship

We need to set the pace

I Tim 2:2

We need to assume responsibility
I Pet 5:2 (verb)

We need to sacrifice for the man
Jn 15:13

We need to keep the carrot dangling
Jn 16:4

We need to set challenges-be direct
Lk 18:22

Six (6) Tools

Pipeline

Wheel

Corner Stone—Intro Q.T.

Hand Illustration

The Temple—Recruits to Training—How does God establish us

Relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ

ESTABLISHING

Fits between Growing and Disciple of the Pipeline

What is Establishing?

Hands on Process

Col 1:22-23


II Peter 1:12

Eph 3:17-18

God does the major work of the heart

I Cor 3:7

Our job is to persuade

II Cor 5:7, 14 and Mk 1:22 (Example)

Priesthood of Believers

Ex 30:14

I Pet 2:9-10

Heb 7:24

II Pet 5:8-9

The Basics must continue

Ezra 7:10

Ps 119:91-94

Convictions are being established

Giving

People don’t give—Don’t minister
I Cor 9:9-11

Lordship

2 Basic Landminds

Selection of a Mate

Ps 106:28

Career—Time—Money
I Sam 18:6-9   1,000,    10,000   (11)

EQUIPPING

The Equipping Wheel
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Vision

Prayer

Training

Selection

Modeling

Guided Experience

Equipping—To prepare a man who has committed his life to training


         To reach, establish, equip another to do the same thing

Vision
Prov 29:18

Matt 28:19-20—Knowing what you want to accomplish

Selection
Lk 5:5, 8, 11

     5:5—Faith

     5:8—Humility

     5:11—Commitment

Lk 6:12-13

Teaching

Matt 5:1-2

Jn 16:1

Follow-up packs

Instruction

Bible Study

Observation—are guys helping others

Modeling

Matt 4:19

II Thes 3:9

Time with God

Priority

Consistency

Involvement with People


Key—Men with me as I do the ministry


          Every relationship—redemptive

Guided Experience

Matt 14:16

Jn 4:1-2

They have to have ownership

You will really see what they really know

Allow them to experience failure

Learn how to ask questions

Prayer

Jn 17:9

Col 1:9-10

For the men I am directly involved with

For ministry as a whole

Finished and Filled in by the Holy Spirit

Heb 13:20-21

Equipping men requires a clear vision—Write it out

Observe the men you want to train, listen to their actions

Help them understand the Word by teaching

Break your back in the area of modeling—let your life by your teacher

Allow them to lead and work yourself out of a job

“The Bible doesn’t contain all truth but everything in the Bible is true.”

The House









Application




Object of the Home—People

Structure






 Ask Question









     Clarification


BIBLE

Foundation













   Get Familiar




          Ground Work
M—Mission—What is it

E—Enemy—Know the enemy

T—Terrain—Atmosphere

T—Troops—Who/How many

T—Time—How much available

Philimon 2,3,6

II Tim 4:10




Vision











