Yielding Fruit in Old Age

Ps 92:12-15

Taught: 6-16-02, SS, TBC

Four Evidences:

They Flourish 
12

They Grow

12

They are Secure
13

They are Fruitful
14

They Will Flourish
12
[To succeed]

Palm-tree

 Very different from the wicked, Ps 92:7, who are likened to grass. These shall have a short duration; but those shall have a long and useful life. 

The figure of the palm-tree gives us the idea of grandeur and usefulness. The fruit of the palm-tree makes a great part of the diet of the people of Arabia, part of Persia, and Upper Egypt. The stones are ground down for the camels; the leaves are made into baskets; the hard boughs, or rather strong leaves, some being six or eight feet in length, make fences; the juice makes arrack; the threads of the web-like integument between the leaves make ropes, and the rigging of small vessels; and the wood serves for slighter buildings and fire-wood. In short, the palm or date tree, and the olive, are two of the most excellent and useful productions of the forest or the field

The more it is pressed down the more it grows; so the righteous flourish under their burdens; the more they are afflicted the more they multiply

Cross Ref:  Joshua 1:8—How?—By the Word of God
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They Will Grow
12


Cedar tree

They are compared also to the cedar of Lebanon, an incorruptible wood, and extremely long-lived. Mr. Maundrell, who visited those trees in 1697, describes them thus: "These noble trees grow among the snow, near the highest part of Lebanon. Some are very old, and of prodigious bulk. I measured one of the largest, and found it twelve yards six inches in girt, and yet sound; and thirty-seven yards in the spread of its boughs. At about five or six yards from the ground, it was divided into five limbs, each of which was equal to a large tree." Some of these trees are supposed to have lived upwards of one thousand years!  The nature of this tree is, that it is always green, yielding an odoriferous smell, and an excellent kind of fruit, like unto apples, but of a sweeter taste, and more wholesome. The roots of some of these cedars are almost destroyed by the shepherds, who have made fires thereat, and holes where they sleep; yet nevertheless they flourish green above, in the tops and branches.
Cross Ref:  I Peter 2:2—Grow—How?—By the Word of God

They are Planted
13

As these trees flourish in their respective soils and climates, so shall the righteous in the ordinances of God.

Cross Ref:  Ps 1:1-3  Planted—How?—Delights in the Word of God

They will still Yield Fruit
14
They shall continue to grow in grace, and be fruitful to the end of their lives. It is a rare case to find a man in old age full of faith, love, and spiritual activity.

Cross Ref:  Ps 1:1-3  Planted—How?—Delights in the Word of God

Gen 1:28
1st command given to mankind [Be Fruitful and Multiply]

Gen 9:1
2nd time mankind was directed in this area [Be Fruitful and Multiply]

This is one of the themes of the O.T.

John 15:16
He appointed us to Bear FRUIT that REMAINS
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Draw from three (3) Characteristics of an O.T. in old age (Enoch)

Gen 5:21-24
Enoch WALKED with God
Micah 6:8
Walk humbly with your God

James 4:10
Humble yourself in the presence of the Lord—He will exalt you

I Peter 5:5-6
Clothe yourselves with humility…



Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God—He may exalt you

Heb 11:5

Enoch PLEASED God

Hebrews 11:6
Without faith, it is impossible to please Him

I Thes 4:`
…to walk and please God

Jude 14-15
Enoch Served God

Mark 10:45
…not to be served but to serve 

Heb 10:45
Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good works

Mk 3:14
Being with someone (Jesus and His men)

Summary:

Hebrews 12:1-3

Remember the faithful of the past

Remember the fixations that eat our lunch

Remember the fatal sin of unbelief

Run




Joshua determined to run

Run with endurance

Joshua ran with endurance

Run the race set before us
Joshua ran his race

Fix my eyes on Jesus

He is the author of my faith

He is the example of my endurance

He is the reason for me not to grow weary and/or lose heart

Ps 92:12-15  Flourish, Grow, Planted, Fruitful in old age

